POSTING TO TWITTER
USING IFTTT AND GMAIL

This short tutorial will show you how to use IFTTT to connect your Gmail and Twitter accounts. Any
email you send yourself that has a specific subject (like TweetMeNow!!!) will be posted to your Twitter
account.

ALTERNATIVE: If you're looking for an easy way to occasionally send reminders to students without
bothering with Twitter and IFTTT, you can use the Announcements feature in eCampus. Students who
have the free mobile app will receive your announcements as notifications.

WHAT YOU'LL NEED

You will need accounts with the following online services.

*  Twitter
e [FTTT
¢ Gmail (Your TAMU Gmail account is fine)

GMAIL SETUP

1. You'll need a distinctive email subject line that you can filter and label in Gmail. Don't use a
single word, like Twitter, since you'll often get several emails from Twitter with "Twitter" in the
subject. Choose a subject line that other people are highly unlikely to use when sending you
email. Something like SharonTweetThisNow is good. (Students will not see this subject line.)

2. Once you've decided what your secret email subject will be, compose an email with that subject
and send it to your Google account.

3. Open the email, and use the drop-down options menu to Filter messages like this.

SharonTweetMeNow &
Sharon Huston <sharon huston@tamu.edu> 9:46 AM (0 minutes ago) -
- to Sharon [~
+ Reply

Forward
Filter messages like this
L 11419

Delete this message

Sharon Huston
Instructional Designer Report spam
Instructional Technology Services Report phishing
Texas A&M University

Show original
004 Heldenfels Hall | 3002 TAMU | College Station, TX 77843-3002 Message text garbled?
Tel. 979.847.6123 | Fax. 979.458.0514

Translate message
http://its.tamu.edu Mark as unread
Empowering Innovative Education




4. On the filter dialog box, remove the From criteria (so you can send to-be-tweeted messages
from your Exchange or personal accounts, too) and enter your special subject line in Subject.
5. Select Create filter with this search.

from:(sharon_huston@tamu.edu) I

Filter
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“ Create filter with this search » |

6. On the next filter screen, check Apply the label: and chose the option to create a new label
from the drop-down menu. For simplicity's sake, it's convenient to give the label the same
name as your special subject line.

subject:SharonTweetMeNow I

« back to search options

When a message arrives that matches this search:
Skip the Inbox (Archive it)
Mark as read

Star it I
¥ Apply the label: Choose label

Forwardit adc Hewlabel {b
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Never send it to devlearn2014

Always mark it a flag
Never mark it as Notes New Label

Categorize as: | Choose category... & Please enter a new label name:

SharonTweetMeNow

Also apply filter to 2 matchir
Nest label under:

Learn more

Create Cancel




IFTTT SETUP

1. After you initially set up your IFTTT account, you'll need to link IFTTT to your Gmail and Twitter
accounts. IFTTT calls this process activation. To activate your accounts, use the drop-down
menu in the upper left corner to choose Channels.

My Recipes beta_huston «

Create

Browse

yo | Dashboard
i Recipe Log

Recent Files

Preferences
Invitations

Sign Out

2. Onthe Channels screen, search for Gmail and click the Gmail icon. (You can also scroll to the
Gmail icon if you prefer.)

Channels

Al Activated

gmail

M

Gmail

3. Next, select Activate.

Gmail Channel

Channels

Google’s approach to email, Gmail, is built on the idea
that email can be more intuitive, efficient, and useful.
And maybe even fun.




4. Since you are currently logged into Gmail, you'll see a message that ifttt.com wants permission
to manage your account. Select Allow access. This might seem a little scary, but IFTTT is a well-
respected service. You can always deactivate the Gmail channel if needed.

ifttt.com is requesting permission to:
ifttt.com

, View and manage your mail
Leam more

, View your email address

s

5. You'll see confirmation that the Gmail channel is active.
6. Now repeat the process and activate the Twitter channel. You may have to log into Twitter to
complete the process.

CREATE YOUR IFTTT RECIPE

1. The last step in the process is to make an IFTTT recipe.
2. To get started, select My Recipes near the upper left corner. On the recipe screen, select
Create a Recipe.

IETTT Q I My Recipes Ibeta_hustonv

My Recipes

Personal Shared Favorites

Personal Recipes are a combination of a Trigger and an )
Action from your active Channels. Create a Recipe

You haven't created any Personal Recipes yet!

3. On the next screen, select this.

IFTTT Q MyRecipes  beta_huston~

Create a Recipe

ifthisthenthat




4. Search for the Gmail channel, or scroll to it. Select the Gmail icon.

Choose Trigger Channel

gmail

M

5. Choose New email in Inbox labeled . .

M Choose a Trigger

6. Enter your special subject line in the Label field and select Create Trigger.

N Complete Trigger Fields
New email in inbox labeled

N Label

SharonTweetMeNow

7. Now you're ready to set up the second half of your recipe. Select that.

if™Mthen

New email in inbox labeled




8. Search for the Twitter channel, or scroll to it. Select the Twitter icon.

Choose Action Channel

twitter

9. Choose Post a tweet.

u Choose an Action

10. By default, IFTTT will tweet the subject of your email, which isn't what we want. Delete the
Subject field from the What's happening? Box.

Q Complete Action Fields
Post a tweet

u What's happening?

Subject




11. Next, click the plus sign (+) and choose BodyPlain form the ingredients list. This will make the
body of your email into a tweet. Select Create Recipe.

u Complete Action Fields
Post a tweet

2 what's happening?

M Select an Ingredient

Select an Ingredient
FromAddress

Subject
BodyPlain N
FirstAttachmentPrivateURL

S FirstAttachmentPublicURL
FirstAttachmentFilename

abel
ReceivedAt

12. Give your recipe a title. Usually IFTTT titles are descriptive. Next, select Create Action.

“Create and activate

ifNMthen 2

New email in inbox labeled Post a tweet to

Recipe Title

If new email in inbox labeled SharonTweetMeNow,
then post a tweet to @sharon_huston

13. You've finished the recipe. Now you can test by sending yourself an email with your special
subject. IFTTT will scan your Gmail Inbox every fifteen minutes to see if you have content that
matches your recipe. You can force IFTTT to run immediately using the Check recipe now
option.

My Recipes

Personal Shared Favorites

Personal Recipes are a combination of a Trigger and an
Action from your active Channels.

Filter ~

If new email in inbox labeled SharonTweetMeNow, then
post a tweet to @sharon_huston

Quick reminder: When you turn a Recipe off then back on, it resets as if you had just
created it.

Remember, tweets are limited to 140 characters! Gmail doesn't count the characters, so you'll
have to do that yourself. It's a good idea to remove your signature from these emails so it isn't
included in the character count. For an interesting guide on writing Twitter posts, see
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/courtney-seiter/a-scientific-guide-to-wri_b_5331506.html



